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gradually to an estrangement which was accompanied
by an inward approach to Bismarck's standpoint in the
German question, resulting ultimately in the co-opera-
tion of the two.    JBucher had severed his   connection
with the National Zeitung, and was   by  no  means
satisfied with the position which he afterwards took in
Wolfs Telegraph Agency.    He therefore   thought   of
seeking work as a lawyer, and wrote to the Minister of
Justice on the subject.    Bismarck heard of his plans
through the latter.    He asked Bucher to see him, and
offered him occupation at the Foreign Office, which was
accepted   after   some  little   hesitation.      Bucher,   the
whilom Democrat, the former member of the Prussian
party of the Mountain, who had hurled oratorical bomb-
shells at the Minister, had been cured by a sound under-
standing, experience and change of air ; and, in 1864, he
was already in full and fruitful activity at No. 76 Wil-
helmstrasse, where he continued for two decades.    He
did excellent service to the new German world in the
most various ways, as lawyer, diplomatist and publicist,
and.fully justified the confidence of him who had chosen
him as a fellow worker.    In the years 1865 to 1867
he was chiefly entrusted with  the  administration   of
Lauenburg, a difficult task, as this Duchy when it came
into the possession of Prussia was two centuries behind
, the times,  both in its legal  institutions   and  in   its
methods of administration.    During the same period, in
1866, he drew up for his Chief the Constitution of the
North German Confederation (the principal articles of
which agree in the main with that of the German Em-
pire).    Bismarck of course had given him the main lines
for his task, which Bucher, by the way, completed within
twenty hours.    He was afterwards repeatedly engaged
in the preparation and execution of important political